
 
On the evening of October 22, 2009, as cold autumn winds blew down  
Woodward Avenue, members of MOSES congregations gathered at the First 
United Methodist Church for an informational meeting.  We came together to 
discuss important challenges facing Detroiters, including healthcare,           
immigration reform, access to healthy foods, and the need for better public 
transit.  As our brothers and sisters shared stories of how these issues have 
affected them personally, MOSES organizers informed us how to get involved 
in ñRapid Responseò efforts to take action.  Read on to learn what we      
discussed  at the meeting, and what you can do to help.  If you want to live in 

a healthy community, then ACT ON IT!  

RAPID RESPONSE:  
Hereôs what you can do right now! 
 
Transportation  
Call Mayor Bing and tell him we need a 
regional mass transit system 
(313) 224-3400 
 
Immigration  
Call Senator Stabenow and tell her to  
support comprehensive immigration       
reform  (202) 224-4822 
 
Health Care  
Healthcare reform canôt waitðcontact 
Jackie to get involved!  Call Jackie Dunn-
Bell (MOSES Organizer) (313) 384-8449 
 
Healthy Food Access  
Contact MOSES to get a survey for your 
local grocery store. 
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Rev. Jimmy Townsend and State Representative 
Alma Wheeler Smith addressing Healthcare Services 
Legislation  



Healthy Food Access: 
Tameka Martin (Genesis Lutheran Church) described how she 
wanted to buy some fresh apples for her family.  The gas      
station near her house in Detroit sold her one small, bruised 
apple for $1.  At a specialty grocery store five miles away, she 
could buy 2 apples for $1.60.  To get a whole bag of quality 
apples at the reasonable price of $1.39, she had to drive 14 
miles to a big box store in the suburbs.  Tameka is fortunate to 
�E�H�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �G�U�L�Y�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�J�� �E�R�[�� �V�W�R�U�H���� �E�X�W�� �L�I�� �V�K�H�� �F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �R�U��������
�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���G�U�L�Y�H���I�R�U���J�U�R�F�H�U�L�H�V�����V�K�H���V�K�R�X�O�G��not have to shop 
at a gas station. 
 

Detroit residents do not have access to quality fresh foods.  The 
Detroit Grocery Store Coalition is working on several          
initiatives to bring new grocery stores to the city, and expand 
the fresh food selections of existing stores. 

ACT ON IT!  
Pick up a grocery store checklist from your congregation and/or 
MOSES and get out to survey the closest places you go to buy 
food! Return your forms to your MOSES core team              
representative or at the next grocery store coalition meeting.  
To join the Grocery Store Coalition, or if you are interested in 
more information on this topic contact MOSES. 

Immigration  
In the most emotional part of the meeting, two mothers from 
Southwest Detroit told us how their husbands were               
unexpectedly arrested and deported, leaving these women to 
care for young children, uncertain if they would ever be       
reunited.  Members of congregations in SW Detroit told 
MOSES organizers that many of their friends did not come to 
the October 22 public meeting because they feared the presence 
of Immigration police in downtown Detroit. 
 

Juana Vargas (Holy Redeemer) told us how she went with a 
MOSES delegation to Washington, D.C., to lobby Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow to push for comprehensive immigration reform.  The 
�W�H�D�P�� �V�H�F�X�U�H�G�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �6�H�Q���� �6�W�D�E�H�Q�R�Z�¶�V�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�� �W�R����
�R�S�S�R�V�H�� �³�W�R�X�F�K-�E�D�F�N�´�� ���V�H�O�I-deportation), and to support family 
reunification and immigrant inclusion in health care. 
 

ACT ON IT!  Call Senator Stabenow at (202) 224-4822 and 
ask her to support comprehensive immigration reform with an 
earned path to citizenship!  

Census  
The 2010 Census is right around the corner! Three students 
from the University of Michigan presented a skit to inform 
us about how and why to be counted in the 2010 US      
Census. Watch the skit on YouTube: (http://bit.ly/3imF5C).  
�+�H�U�H�¶�V���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�R���N�Q�R�Z�� 
 

What is it? Every 10 years, the government counts every 
person living in the United States.  Simple as that. 
 

When is it happening, and what do I do? In March 2010, 
the US Census Bureau will send a census form to every 
residence in the US.  Fill out the form your primary     
residence (where you eat and sleep the most). April 1, 
2010 is National Census Day! Aim to have your form 
mailed back by this day. From April to June 2010, Census 
Takers will walk door-to-door in our neighborhoods to help 
assist people filling out their forms, provide replacement 
forms, and answer questions.  Finally, in December 2010, 
the Census Bureau will put together all the information  
collected and present it to the President. 
 

What does the Census ask? The 2010 Census form is 
shorter than previous forms. It asks how many people live 
in the household, and their names, genders, birthdates, and 
races/ethnicities.  It also asks what type of household it is, 
and your phone number.  It does not ask for citizenship 
status.  You should fill it out even if you are not a US   
Citizen, and include non-citizen members of your       
household, too. The form is available in several different 
languages. 
 

What happens to the information? The Census Bureau 
compiles all demographic information about the whole 
population, not individuals, to show collectively how many 
people live in each state, county and city. The Bureau does 
NOT share individual responses with any other             
government agency, including the Department of           
Corrections, the IRS, or Immigration and Customs         
Enforcement (ICE).  
 

Why is the Census important for ME?  The Census is the 
only way for us to know how many people live in this    
nation, and how many live in your community. The     
President uses that information to decide how many      
Representatives are needed to represent each district in 
Congress, and how to distribute funding for various federal 
programs. It is important to be honest on your form and 
complete it to the best of your ability this assures that the 
government can distribute the right amount of funding and 
services to all of us. Be counted! 


